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The AOCD engages residents, non-profit organizations, and the general public in articulating the City’s needs and priorities in an effort to revitalize neighborhoods by increasing safe, decent, and affordable housing, stimulating economic development, and supporting programs and services that provide public services. AOCD implements strategies that effectively use federal resources to help low and moderate income residents attain economic self-sufficiency and achieve their vision of a healthy and viable community. 
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To make Attleboro one of the most livable and affordable communities in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts by building a strong, vibrant, community that is as exciting and diverse as the people who live here. 
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	Community Development representatives are available from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm (EST), Monday through Friday

	Salvador A. Pina
Community Development Director
(508)223-2222 Ext. 3330



	Joseph M. Maia
Community Development Assistant
(508)223-2222 Ext. 3324



	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.cityofattleboro.us/" 
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	The Department is located at: 
77 Park Street
Attleboro, MA 02703
Need to find us? Click here! 
directions and map

Hours: 8:30 - 4:30 Monday - Friday            
Phone: (508) 223-2222
FAX: (508) 222-3046
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Questions about this Web page:
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	Following is the City of Attleboro’s Open Space and Recreation Plan. The on-line version contains all of the text and graphics found in the final plan. However, some of the attachments in the appendices could not be transferred to electronic format and are missing from the on-line version. Hard copies of the plan are available to the public at the Attleboro Public Library and at the Department of Planning and Development located in City Hall. 
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	Economic Development Task Force
In an effort to increase the Town's financial position and achieve needed new growth, the Master Plan recommended the creation of an Economic Development Committee that would be charged with promoting economic development in our Town.  The Board of Selectmen voted to appoint an advisory committee, the Economic Development Task Force.  This task force is comprised of individuals with specific professional business-related credentials (i.e., bankers, accountants, marketers, developers, real estate brokers), an environmental professional and ex-officio members from the Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen.  All appointed members of the Task Force are appointed by the Town Administrator

	


	Gloucester Documents


	Publications & Documents 

City Charter 

Code of Ordinances 

Zoning Ordinance 

Wetlands Ordinance 


Com Dev Plan 2001 

Harbor Plan 

City Council Packets 

Public/Private Streets Listing 


State of the City (April 2008) 

State of the City (October 2008) 

State of the City (April 2009) 

Final Matrix DPW Audit 


Mayors Budget Commentary 

FY10 Expense Budget 

FY10 Balanced Budget 

Advisory Council Report 


Open Space Plan 2009 

Lorraine Apt. AAR 

Amendment to 2008 CDBG Program 

Boil Order Documents 





West Boylston Economic Development

West Boylston, MA 01583
ph: 508-835-3490
fax: 508-835-4102
edtf@westboylston-ma.gov
· Home 127 Hartwell Street 


· Services 

· About Us 

· Contact Us 

· For Sale/Lease 

Home

	Mission Statement 




To develop a stronger tax revenue stream from the commercial sector - without sacrificing West Boylston’s ecology and character - in order to reduce the tax burden currently carried by taxpayers and to meet the increasing revenue demands of the future;



To revitalize the business districts and other commercial districts, in order to protect property values and retain our current commercial base; and



To acknowledge the important contribution of West Boylston’s business community to our Town's economic sustainability and to maintain a strong and lasting relationship between Town government and the commercial sector.



What We Do

Economic Development Task Force shall develop short-term (commercial revitalization) and long-term (small business expansion and local ownership new enterprise development) strategies in keeping with the above mission statement.  This Task Force shall improve communication between the town government and the business community, debate economic development policy for the Town, seek to develop a consensus and promote economic growth.  In addition, the Task Force has been asked to report back to the Town Administrator and the Board of Selectmen as to whether or not it would be prudent to create a formal Economic Development Commission as per MGL Chapter 40 (8A). We are currently working towards this goal.

 WHY NOT WEST BOYLSTON?
 THE ADVANTAGE IS "CLEAR"
· SINGLE TAX RATE

· LOW UTILITY COSTS

· GREAT HIGHWAY ACCESS

· TAX INCENTIVES

· STREAMLINE PERMIT PROCESS

Testimonial from CEA's Steven M. Migridichian
"We really didn’t know what to expect or assess how we would integrate into the fabric of the Town, being a non-native. But we were immediately welcomed in Town, developed a positive relationship with the Town Manager, Building Inspector and other municipal officials we interacted with and developed a level of mutual trust that we embrace to this day. All personnel were pleasant, treated us fairly and welcomed our arrival to Town, of which CEA was the first major environmental company to open shop here in West Boylston. CEA can now lay claim to the fact that it is the LARGEST locally owned and operated environmental management company in Central New England and our corporate headquarters are right here in scenic West Boylston. We think that our location, our interaction with the community and our ability to attract and retain key professionals are some of the secrets to CEA’s growth and success. Just the savings in our taxes and insurance costs was a major windfall to our bottom line." 

 Contact us fo morer information on available properties in West Boylston for Sale and for Lease.

Current Available Properties:     09/2009
100 Hartwell Street- some space still available in Building

125 Hartwell Street - Former Seven Hills

150 Hartwell Street- EPT Building

26 West Boylston St U 1- Office

67 West Boylston Street- former McDonald building

119 West Boylston Street-Scarlett Brook Market Place-Retail one unit left

165 West Boylston Street Meola Dairy Building- 6 Units  for Office/Retail

186 West Boylston Street Price Chopper Plaza - 5 Prime  Retail units 

235 West Boylston Street- Ciociolo - 2 units Office/Retail

244 West Boylston Street - 3 Retail units in Centerwood Terrace

354 West Boylston Street- former CVS

360 West Boylston Street Meadowbrook Plaza -13 Units for Office/ Retail

27 Pierce- Former VFW

560 A Prospect Street- Retail/Office

45 Streling Street #33- Causeway Crossing Office Space

67-73-75 Sterling Street Retail/Office

90+ Acres of Land  Zoned Limited Light Industry

Economic Development
The Town of Littleton is committed to encouraging economic development which is consistent with community character. But what sort of economic development do we want and where? 
Littleton Common Overlay District Study - UPDATED - Read the Littleton Village Zoning Report from MAPC. prepared under the District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) program on the Littleton Common Overlay District study which has been the subject of many public meetings of the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board over the past year.  Read more.
	The Planning Board and Board of Selectmen had hosted a Littleton Common Overlay District Public Forum on Wednesday, June 17, 2009 at the Littleton Middle School, 55 Russell Street. The forum was led by Mark Racicot of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) to begin setting the stage for creating a potential overlay district for Littleton Common, the nearby properties to the west, including those owned by IBM and Cisco, as well as possibly areas to the east of the existing business district. . Read more.  See 


	June 22, 2009

Lieutenant Governor tours IBM facility, 550 King Street

L-R - Town Administrator Keith Bergman, Selectmen Ken Eldridge and Alex McCurdy, Lt. Governor Tim Murray, State Rep. Jim Arciero, Selectman Janet Wilkinson, IBM VP Bob McDonald


MassDevelopment Transportation Study. MassDevelopment and BSC Group have prepared a transportation study of the Town’s Priority Development Sites, IBM and Cisco. See Read the report. The Board of Selectmen and Planning Board met jointly on April 13, 2009 for a presentation on the report. Read more. Comments? Email the Planning Board office.
A public forum  was held on May 21, 2008. Read the Littleton Independent story about it. See the PowerPoint presentation (PDF file).  Read the notes on themes and policies, and comments about specific locations. On June 18, 2008, the Economic Development Steering Committee and the Board of Selectmen met with IBM's transition team. Read more from the Independent.    

	Report to the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board
July 11, 2005
Summary and Recommendations
Click for PDF file of Fall 2005 PowerPoint presentation 
The Board of Selectmen a little over a year ago formed and appointed the Economic Development Committee to study the possibilities for responsible pro-active economic development within the town. Recognizing that the stagnation in the town’s growth revenues from commercial/industrial property (the CIP sector had dropped to less than 20% of property tax revenues), the BOS charged the committee to review current practice, town documents and data, state programs, successful practices in other towns, and input from various people and organizations. The EDC organized, gathered and reviewed data, looked at structural options, drafted a survey, conducted several interviews, and reviewed available options over the course of last summer and fall. In November 2004, we gave the BOS an interim report and initial recommendations. 

Since then we have spent considerable time exploring in detail a few key areas of interest. Specifically, we examined the new state laws governing “smart growth”: chapter 40R, which deals with village district zoning, and chapter 43D, a state program for expedited permitting. For both of these new programs, we developed one-page summaries and identified pros and cons (attached). And we explored alternative models used in other communities, and discussed what may benefit Littleton most. The EDC also examined the town’s current regulatory practices, focusing on scientific and technological reviews conducted by engineering consultants on behalf of the LELWD. We explored as well the revenue value of various zoning changes, conducting a workshop with the Assessors office that traced growth revenue back to underlying zoning and valuation, and created formulas and models for different scenarios. In addition, the EDC has researched the use and importance of marketing options for town economic development efforts, and has conducted a workshop to understand the town’s in-house GIS capabilities. 

We now have several specific recommendations to make to the BOS, the Planning Board, and the town, that we feel will allow Littleton to conduct a thorough, meaningful, and beneficial economic development campaign. These recommendations do not exist in a vacuum. They ideally will support existing town values and mores, and advance goals identified in the Master Plan. They also would be greatly affected by (in some cases are dependent upon) other major town initiatives now under consideration: most importantly the study of limited sewer districting, and the relocation of the commuter rail station. These recommendations also need to be considered in toto; one or two steps alone won’t likely have the desired impact.

Our recommendations, which are spoken to in more detail in support documents, are:

1. Zoning regulation changes to reflect science and new technology – Consultants engaged by the LELWD have identified three key deficiencies in Littleton’s present zoning regulations that do not reflect current science and technology, and which can have the effect of inhibiting desirable development while encouraging less desirable development. Although Littleton was a pioneer in these types of regulations 20 or more years ago, ironically we now have some regulatory language that no longer reflects current technology. Specifically, three regulations dealing with parking density, lot coverage, and wastewater flow management, do not provide environmental protections as much as they do create hardships and limitations. Changes in these regulations now would have immediate impact on the quality of future development without sacrificing environmental protection.

2. Village district zoning - Most of the attention on this subject has been devoted to the much-ballyhooed state 40R ‘smart growth’ legislation, but in truth other communities have been using pre-existing zoning law for years to create village district zoning in their communities with many tangible benefits. Our Master Plan calls for mixed-use higher-density village districts for the Common and Depot areas. Littleton can use state and other town models to tailor-make our own village overlay or district zone to encourage good growth where we want it, and protect bordering greenbelts while we do it. Transfer of development rights, and other Master Plan objectives can also be incorporated into the district plan. Assessor studies of the tax impact of this type of village zoning show remarkable potential for growth revenue. It is important to note that a serious effort at village district zoning will also necessarily incur significant infrastructure costs for sidewalking, parking, sewering, etc. Some of this can be financed by betterments, some is state responsibility, and some can be funded by dedicating a portion of newly created revenues to infrastructure and other related uses (allowable under MGL c.40Q). Without bowing to any onerous state program, we can grow a Littleton in keeping with our vision, while significantly increasing revenues to the town.

3. Expedited permitting – Like the village district zoning, most of the attention here has been focused on state enabling legislation (and the strings attached). The reality is that the regulatory permitting process climate (real or perceived) is a huge determinant in whether and what kinds of development a town will see. Northeastern University’s Center for Urban and Regional Policy released a study last year which identified “the costs and risks of delay” with “excessively complicated permitting processes” as the number one ‘deal-breaker’ for prospective businesses considering where to site. Other towns, with less to offer than Littleton, have figured this out and have made their regulatory process welcoming, helpful, understandable, and efficient---all without ceding statutory authority or rights. Whether it is coordination of existing functions, creating a single point-of-contact for applicants, running concurrent timelines with different boards, conducting joint meetings to identify requirements up front, keeping useful data such as property inventories in-house, there is much we can do to make our permitting process more user-friendly. This is essentially a no-cost item, but it could yield huge dividends.

4. Marketing Plan – This may seem like a no-brainer but it’s not to be overlooked. Development of a website, and of a marketing brochure and packet ought to be done to sell Littleton and its assets. Coordination with the LELWD (and perhaps other private utilities such as Verizon) on this is a natural, but it really shouldn’t be done until after we’ve conducted our survey of commercial property owners and other players in the development market. The committee member who has researched other communities’ marketing efforts makes this important observation: there’s no point in marketing until and unless we have actually made the changes that will make Littleton more marketable.

5. Survey – Last fall we submitted a draft survey for BOS review which could be distributed by the LELWD and would be used to solicit input from commercial/industrial property owners. It has not yet been sent, so we hope it can be reworked based on our more updated information, and mailed ASAP. We need input and approval as soon as practicable. At this point we are considering another survey, of commercial brokers, developers and others in the development market, to determine needs, interests, and perceived strengths and weaknesses.

6. Consultant help – To date, we have probably done as much as could be expected relying exclusively on volunteer and town resources. In order to draft recommended regulation or by-law changes, to develop an effective expedited permitting process, and a marketing plan, we really need to find a way to engage consulting support services, or at least college intern assistance. This will also be crucial to coordinating EDC efforts with our grant and loan pursuits, and the sewering and commuter rail projects.

What we envision happening is that for the fall special town meeting, we could present the town with warrant articles to address the science and technology regulation changes, and any other necessary articles. We would hope the more involved work for the village district zoning would take place over the fall and winter and be on the warrant for the spring annual town meeting. Naturally, prior to any of this we need to get the Planning Board and the other regulatory boards more directly involved in these efforts, and we need to conduct public information sessions within the community to share our findings and recommendations. Concurrently, the EDC would continue conducting tax impact analysis, GIS modeling, and other research. We would also work with other boards to prepare an initial marketing plan, and to develop an expedited permitting process proposal. In addition, we should be more involved in supporting and integrating with the efforts to secure grants, to study limited sewering districts, and to relocate the commuter rail station. Ideally, we will be doing this with the assistance of a planning consultant and/or an intern. 

This isn’t only about money. It’s true, that if we do all this right, we will increase revenues to the town. But more than that, if we pursue this path, the type of Littleton we want will be more likely and attainable. If we don’t -if we continue business as usual- we will not only continue to suffer stagnant growth revenues, we will realize something worse. The alternative to good planning and smart growth is not a lack of development, it’s bad development.

	Littleton Town Offices, 37 Shattuck St, PO Box 1305, Littleton, MA 01460 / FAX: 978-952-2321
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Economic Development Committee 

Purpose

The Community and Economic Development Committee (CEDC) coordinates the economic development activities of the town and maintains a familiarity with state and local resources that may provide aid. 

New Business Promotion

The committee works in concert with the Cape Ann Economic Development Council to promote the town and recruit new businesses. The committee also works with existing businesses to facilitate expansion and retention. 

Working Together

The group works with town committees, as well as the Cape Ann Chamber of Commerce to: 

· Identify potential areas and plans for development 

· Monitor local and regional rules and regulations 


The committee also coordinates the submittal of comments from town agencies to the Cape Ann Commission in the review of development projects. 

	Meetings
Economic Development Committee meets at 7:00 pm on the first Monday of the month

Doing Business in Yarmouth

Site Plan Review

The Site Plan Review Process is required for most new businesses and for commercial properties that anticipate changes to the site, structure, and/or use of property. 
Site Plan Review 

Obtaining a Business Certificate

To obtain a business certificate, please see the Yarmouth Town Clerk. 

Zoning Bylaw and Map

View the most recent Zoning Bylaw and Map.
Zoning Bylaw 
Zoning Map 



	


[image: image82.png]



	Growth Incentive Zone

The Growth Incentive Zone (GIZ) facilitates the implementation of the Motel Bylaw adopted at the 2006 Annual Town Meeting by revising applicable thresholds that would otherwise trigger a review by the Cape Cod Commission. 

Documents

Growth Incentive Zone Decision (approved 6/27/07)
Growth Incentive Zone County Ordinance 07-08
Maps

Growth Incentive Zone and Motels in the Route 28 Corridor
Motels Identified in the Route 28 Corridor 
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